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Appendix B-3: Categorical Exclusions and Programmatic Categorical Exclusions
On behalf of the project sponsor, MDOT SHA will prepare a CE or PCE. These documents serve to record the project’s potential impacts and satisfy the requirements of NEPA. FHWA approval of a CE serves as NEPA or environmental compliance. MDOT SHA approval of a PCE serves as NEPA or environmental compliance. Very large TAP projects may require more extensive NEPA evaluation and documentation. The MDOT SHA Environmental Manager will assess project impacts based on preliminary evaluations to determine the appropriate documentation required. Full descriptions of the CE and PCE are provided here:

[bookmark: _Hlk52790728]Categorical Exclusion (CE)
Categorical exclusions (CEs) are actions which meet the definition contained in 40 CFR 1508.4, and, based on FHWA's past experience with similar actions, do not involve significant environmental impacts. They are actions that: do not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area; do not require the relocation of significant numbers of people; do not have a significant impact on any natural, cultural, recreational, historic, or other resource; do not involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts; do not have significant impacts on travel patterns; or do not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts.

Programmatic Categorical Exclusion (PCE)
Programmatic categorical exclusions (PCEs) are similar to CEs in that they are actions which meet the definition contained in 40 CFR 1508.4, and, based on FHWA's past experience with similar actions, do not involve significant environmental impacts. They are actions that: do not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area; do not require the relocation of significant numbers of people; do not have a significant impact on any natural, cultural, recreational, historic or other resource; do not involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts; do not have significant impacts on travel patterns; or do not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any significant environmental impacts. FHWA and State Departments of Transportation (SDOTs) are under agreement that allow to SDOTs to process CEs directly to simplify the project delivery process. They provide benefits such as (1) specifying roles and responsibilities of those involved; (2) standardizing coordination and compliance procedures; (3) facilitating the development of greater trust relationships; and (4) allowing staff and resources to be focused and effective.
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